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PROPERTY LAW  
CONFERENCE
FROM THE CHAIR

Personally, when I go to a conference I like to come away inspired. Sure, I like to hear about 
the latest legal issues, changes in the law, and what’s best practice. But I also love to hear 
from those who look at life a little differently. Whether they look to the future and wonder 
about what is coming, or whether they look to the past, to teach lessons learned from 
ancient wisdom. Or whether in amongst the busy-ness of life they are the ones who can take 
time to step back and watch how property lawyers operate; what we do and what we don’t 
do. 

This year we have a bit of all of this. 

We’ll learn about law changes. We’ll hear from experts on the Overseas Investment Act, on 
the new Land Transfer Act, and on taxation and landlords’ obligations. We’ll learn about 
construction contracts and due diligence enquiries and tax. But we’ll hear too about dealing 
with new things in the workplace – flexibility, disruptive technologies and blockchain for 
example. 

And maybe we’ll be called upon to think about important legal ideas that we don’t usually 
consider - like the developing jurisprudence of the Māori land court – and to contemplate 
the lessons that are there to be learned. 

It’s a brilliant line up and you can certainly expect some inspiring lessons. 

This year a new initiative has been introduced by the NZLS Property Law Section. For the 
first time, the registration of members of the section will be subsidised meaning there’s a 
$100 discount on registration fees for paid up section members. 

I’m looking forward to it. See you in June!

Debra Dorrington
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Debra Dorrington, AlexanderDorrington, Auckland

Debra is a director at her firm where she specialises in property law. She has practised in property law for more than 
35 years and deals with a full range of property matters. Her clients include both property developers and property 
investors (both corporate and private). She is a long-standing member of the NZLS Property Law Section executive 
committee and a director of NZLS CLE Ltd.



PROGRAMME

DAY ONE

8.00-8.30 REGISTRATION

8.30-8.40 OPENING  |  Chair: Debra Dorrington

8.40-9.20 ECONOMIC CLIMATE CHANGE

  A lot of things are changing, and a lot are also staying the same. NZ’s growth prospects 
continue to look encouraging, while the world backdrop remains supportive. Property 
dynamics are one key area of change, also influenced by the change in government. Nick will 
tie together what these themes mean for you and your clients.  

Presenter  Nick Tuffley

9.20-10.20 CONTINUITY AND CHANGE – THE LAND TRANSFER ACT 2017

 This new Act ushers in some significant changes, while maintaining the fundamentals. Robbie 
will provide an overview from the LINZ perspective, discussing the drivers for change, the key 
reforms and what practitioners need to know about transitional arrangements. Ben will cast a 
critical eye over some of the significant changes from a practitioner perspective.  

Presenters  Ben France-Hudson & Robbie Muir

10.20-10.50 MORNING TEA

10.50-11.35 OVERSEAS INVESTMENT UPDATE

 Lisa will talk about the role of the Overseas Investment Office as the regulator of the Overseas 
Investment Act and regulations. In particular she will talk about the current operating 
environment and provide an overview of how the changes expected in the Overseas 
Investment Amendment Bill are likely to be implemented by the OIO.

Presenter  Lisa Barrett

11.35-12.20 BIAS – WHAT YOUR BRAIN DOES WHEN YOU’RE NOT LOOKING

 Whether we are property lawyers or not, our brains behave in a series of predictable ways. 
In this session, we will take a closer look at some of these processes, talk about why they 
happen, and discuss ways that we can overcome (or at least reduce) their negative effects. 

Presenter Dr Rachel Zajac

12.20-1.20 LUNCH

1.20-2.05 CONSTRUCTION LAW FOR PROPERTY LAWYERS – WHO DON’T DO MUCH 
CONSTRUCTION LAW

 This session will help you choose which contract to use and what special conditions would 
be appropriate. It will provide: an outline for the key concepts in construction law; a practical 
guide to advising clients engaging in construction projects; and help in identifying critical 
issues to be covered when reviewing or preparing  construction contracts for tender, or 
negotiation.

Presenter John Walton
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2.05-2.55 OBLIGATIONS ON RESIDENTIAL LANDLORDS ARE CHANGING – ARE YOU 
SUFFICIENTLY EQUIPPED TO ADVISE YOUR CLIENTS?

 Practitioners need to keep up with these changes to advise investing clients effectively in how 
they manage their properties and whether the properties are worth purchasing. 

 This session will provide an overview of recent and proposed amendments to the Residential 
Tenancies Act, in particular covering unlawful tenancies, insulation, meth standards, insurance 
issues, and an analysis of recent case law. 

Presenter  Jeremy Whyte

fds2.55-3.25 AFTERNOON TEA

3.25-4.15 LEGAL TECHNOLOGY AND THE FUTURE

 In this session, Dominic analyses some of the new disruptive technologies being applied to the 
legal industry and how they may replace and/or change the way lawyers work in the future. 
The session will specifically cover artificial intelligence, machine learning and the growth of 
online legal platforms.

Presenter Dominic Woolrych

4.15-4.55 WHAT IS THE BLOCKCHAIN/SMART CONTRACTS AND WHY LAWYERS SHOULD 
BE AFRAID

 The blockchain and smart contracts have the potential to redefine how we do business in a 
new decentralised global village. In this session Mark will provide an overview on:

 • What is the blockchain and smart contracts? 
 • What impact will this have on the law firm of the future?

Presenter Mark Pascall

4.55-5.00 WRAP UP  |  Chair: Debra Dorrington

5.00-7.00 DRINKS & CANAPÉS

DAY TWO

8.30-8.35 WELCOME BACK  |  Chair: Debra Dorrington

8.35-9.20 KEYNOTE – HOW TO LIVE TO 100 AND STAY OUT OF THE EMERGENCY 
DEPARTMENT

 Dr Mulholland will share his no nonsense messages on health and well-being – particularly 
focused on stress management and attitude control (to keep you out of the emergency 
department). You may be shocked to hear what Dr Mulholland has to say – but it is often the 
wake up call we all need. Self care is critical to enable us to cope with what life throws at us, 
being resilient and productive at both work and home, and allowing us to lead long, healthy 
and happy lives.

 Dr Mulholland’s presentation will have you laughing, crying, entertained and educated – 
providing you with take away tips on how to live to 100 and stay out of the Emergency 
Department!

Presenter  Dr Tom Mulholland

9.20-10.10 AML/CFT – WHAT LAWYERS NEED TO KNOW

 The Anti-Money Laundering and Countering Financing of Terrorism (AML/CFT) Amendment 
Bill was passed in August 2017, establishing “Phase 2” of NZ’s AML/CFT laws. Richard 
discusses what you should now have in place to meet compliance obligations from 1 July 2018, 
what your first audit will look like, and auditor “red flags”, as well as key issues affecting law 
firms.

Presenter Richard Manthel

10.10-10.40 MORNING TEA
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10.40-11.30 AN INTRODUCTION TO MĀORI LAND, TAONGA AND THE MĀORI LAND COURT

 This overview will cover: relevant tikanga Māori (customary principles) associated with 
land; governing principles of Te Ture Whenua Māori Act 1993 (the Māori Land Act 1993); 
developing jurisprudence of the Māori Land Court and upper appeal courts; and helpful tips 
for practitioners who come across Māori land (including succession planning and wills).

Presenters  Professor Jacinta Ruru & Leo Watson

11.30-12.15 NEW HORIZONS – THE DEVELOPMENT OF MĀORI & TREATY SETTLEMENT LAND 
INCLUDING INNOVATIVE AFFORDABLE HOUSING OUTCOMES

 This session is aimed at property law practitioners acting for Māori organisations and for 
developers interested in working with Māori. Victoria will talk about how to unlock the 
development potential of Māori and/or post Treaty settlement land for large scale commercial 
projects, balanced with social and cultural objectives, including the provision of innovative 
affordable and social housing outcomes.

Presenters  Victoria Kingi & Lara Burkhardt

12.15-1.15 LUNCH

1.15-2.05 INCOME TAX AND LAND TRANSACTIONS – THE NIGGLY BITS

 This session considers some of the practical issues arising under the bright-line test (including 
the application of the bright-line test to nominations, whether changes in trustees “restart 
the clock” and the application of the main home exclusion to trusts) and the tainting by 
association rules (including structuring opportunities).

Presenter Stephen Tomlinson

2.05-2.50 FLEXIBILITY – A TWO-WAY STREET?

 What is a flexible workplace, why would you want one and how can it exist in the face of 
client expectations, high work volumes and juggling the demands of a small to medium size 
business? This session focuses on working with your team to create a nimble workplace that 
adapts to the needs of the people working within it, without dropping the ball on delivery and 
outcomes.  

Presenter  Jayne Cobham

2.50-3.20 AFTERNOON TEA

3.20-4.10 EXPORT QUALITY . . . OR ROTTEN AT THE CORE?

 Commercial property investments have varying degrees of success and failure.  A thoughtful 
and targeted due diligence investigation can improve the former and reduce the risks of the 
latter. This session examines the range of investigations which might be appropriate so as to 
better understand the true net returns from the investment.

Presenter Chris Moore

4.10-4.55 KEYNOTE – INSPIRING TOMORROW’S LEADERS? HOW ANCIENT WISDOM 
COULD HAVE A KEY ROLE IN YOUR SUCCESS

 In this session, Ngahihi o te ra Bidois will inspire you to achieve success in both your personal 
and professional lives. He will demonstrate how leadership requires influence to be successful 
and help you to increase your influence. Ngahihi will outline keys to help the most important 
person you will ever lead – yourself!

 Ngahihi believes that leadership starts with the person in the mirror and refers to ancient 
wisdom from his Māori culture and others as modern solutions for you. You will be challenged 
by his leadership principles and inspired by his leadership journey. Ancient wisdom modern 
solutions for leaders such as you.

Presenter  Ngahihi Bidois

4.55-5.00 CLOSING COMMENTS  |  Chair: Debra Dorrington
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS  

Ngahihi Bidois, The Face of New Zealand, Rotorua

Ngahihi o te ra Bidois is “The Face of New Zealand” and is an award winning International Leadership 
Speaker, author, businessman, leader, husband and father. He has presented throughout the world 
including the New York office of Google.

Ngahihi is a recipient of the National Professional Speakers Association New Zealand Speaker of the 
Year, Inspirational Speaker of the Year and Master of Ceremonies of the Year Awards.

He also has a Marketing Business degree, a post graduate teaching diploma, a tourism qualification, a 
Certificate in Company Direction and a Masters in Education with honours. Ngahihi has many years of 
leadership experience which he brings to his presentations.

Dr Tom Mulholland, Auckland Hospital, Auckland

Dr Mulholland is an Emergency Department Physician at Auckland Hospital, a lecturer in 
Psychological Medicine at Auckland clinical school, founder of the Healthy Thinking Institute and 
developer of global wellbeing App KYND (Know Your Numbers Dashboard).

With more than 25 years of clinical experience, he has written two internationally best-selling books 
on Healthy Thinking including Healthy Thinking – How to Turn Life’s Lemons into Lemonade and  
The Power of Healthy Thinking – To Change Your Attitude and Your Life.

Dr Mulholland is an expert on workplace stress, emotional control, productivity and 
psychoneuroimmunology. He has given over 1000 keynote presentations on wellbeing to international 
clients like Google, Microsoft, and Hilton and for the last three years has been touring and speaking 
around New Zealand in his retro Chevy V8 ambulance. 

Dr Mulholland is recognised as host of his own daily TV chat show on TV2 and weekly talk show on 
RadioLive and is a regular writer for the Sunday Star Times on health and wellbeing. 

SPEAKERS  

Lisa Barrett, LINZ, Wellington

Lisa has a background in policy, and 
has in-depth experience working within 
regulatory environments, with a focus on 
economic and social issues.

Ben France-Hudson, University of Otago, 
Dunedin

Ben specialises in the law and theory of 
private property, with a particular focus 
on natural resources and land law. 

Victoria Kingi, Papakainga Solutions 
Limited, Auckland

Victoria specialises in housing and 
commercial developments for Māori/
Iwi and has project managed numerous 
Papakainga housing projects.

Lara Burkhardt, Holland Beckett Law, 
Tauranga

Lara is an environment and planning 
lawyer acting for a range clients at all 
stages of consenting development.

Jayne Cobham, Positive Performance, 
Auckland

Jayne is a registered psychologist who 
works alongside organisations, and the 
people who bring them to life, to get the 
best out of each other. 

Richard Manthel, AML Solutions, 
Auckland

Richard co-founded AML Solutions 
in 2012 growing the business to NZ’s 
leading AML/CFT consultancy and audit 
firm.  

Chris Moore, Greenwood Roche, 
Auckland

Chris specialises in the legal and 
commercial aspects of commercial 
property investment and development.

Robbie Muir, LINZ, Wellington

Robbie has held the position of Registrar-
General of Land since 2000 and heads 
one of the regulatory units within Land 
Information New Zealand. 
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SPEAKERS  

Mark Pascall, Blockchain Labs NZ, 
Wellington

Mark is cofounder of Blockchain Labs NZ, 
organiser of two international blockchain 
conferences and regularly features on 
TV/radio/online discussing blockchain/
cryptocurrency issues.

Professor Jacinta Ruru, University of 
Otago, Dunedin

Jacinta is Professor of Law at the 
University of Otago and Co-Director 
of Ngā Pae o te Māramatanga New 
Zealand’s Centre of Māori Research 
Excellence.

Stephen Tomlinson, Tomlinson Law, 
Christchurch

Stephen is a tax lawyer and advises 
property developers, property investors, 
accounting firms and law firms on a wide 
range of tax issues.

Nick Tuffley, ASB Bank, Auckland

Since starting out in 1997 as an 
economist, it’s fair to say Nick has seen a 
few hair-raising moments over the years, 
including the Asian Financial Crisis and 
the Global Financial Crisis. 

John Walton, Bankside Chambers, 
Auckland

John is a construction law specialist 
acting principally as arbitrator, 
construction adjudicator and commercial 
mediator. 

Leo Watson, Barrister and Solicitor, 
Napier

Leo specialises in Māori land law and 
indigenous rights. He was counsel in the 
claim to the Waitangi Tribunal to review 
Te Ture Whenua Māori Act 1993. 

Jeremy Whyte, Pidgeon Law, Auckland

Jeremy practises in the residential and 
commercial property areas together with 
unit titles, leasing, banking and finance, 
company and estate planning and acts 
for a diverse range of property investors 
and developers. 

Dominic Woolrych, LawPath, Sydney

Dominic is the CEO of LawPath, 
Australia’s leading online legal 
platform. Dominic is a thought leader 
in legal disruption and recently won the 
Australian Legal Innovation Index.

Dr Rachel Zajac, University of Otago, 
Dunedin

Rachel is an Associate Professor in 
Psychology, where she studies how 
memory and decision-making can 
contribute to miscarriages of justice.

LEARNING  
OBJECTIVES

In this Conference you will:

•  Gain a working knowledge of the issues that property lawyers often face.

•  Have the necessary skills to address issues and consider practical strategies for dealing with 
them.
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PROPERTY LAW CONFERENCE
REGISTRATION

Last Name First Name Title

Firm/Organisation

Address

PO Box:  DX:

Street Address:

Suburb:

Town/City: Postcode:

Phone:

Email:

Dietary Requirements:

FEE (Incl GST)  – includes book and all catering

Early Bird By 18 May or AFTER 18 May

 NZLS/Associate members   $1,180   $1,230

Property Law Section (PLS) members   $1,080   $1,130

 Non-members   $1,280   $1,330

 Live Web Stream   $1,160   $1,210

PLS members Live Web Stream   $1,060   $1,110

REGISTER ME FOR

 AUCKLAND 
 SKYCITY AUCKLAND 
 18-19 JUNE  

 LIVE WEB STREAM 
 18-19 JUNE 

Please note: Live Web Stream 
registrations close 3pm  
Friday 15 June

REGISTER
ONLINE AT:  
www.lawyerseducation.co.nz 

POST TO:  
NZLS CLE Ltd, PO Box 5041,  
Wellington 6140, DX SP20202

FAX TO:  
04 463 2986

INQUIRIES
0800 333 111
registrations@lawyerseducation.co.nz

CANCELLATION AND REFUND 
POLICY. 
Please note: Minimum and maximum numbers 
apply. Registrations will be accepted on a first-
come/first-served basis. Registrations close 10 
working days before the presentation date (the 
closing date). NZLS CLE Ltd reserves the right 
to cancel any session that does not reach the 
budgeted minimum number of registrations. 
This decision will be made on the closing date 
and a full refund will be made to each registrant 
of the cancelled session. If you cancel your 
registration before the closing date, a refund 
will be made, less a $100 administration fee. 
After the closing date, there will be no refund. 
You may transfer your registration to another 
person until five working days before the 
presentation. Please advise NZLS CLE Ltd  in 
writing of the change.

PRIVACY ACT 1993 
The information requested on this registration 
form is for NZLS CLE Ltd and the  
sponsors only.    

  
I do not wish the sponsors to receive my contact      

          details.

PAYMENT

  PAY BY ENCLOSED CHEQUE: Payable to ‘NZLS CLE Ltd’

  PAY BY DIRECT CREDIT:  Acc. Name NZLS CLE Ltd. Acc. Number 12-3192-004-9995-00 
(Include your surname & name of organisation as the reference)

  PAY BY CREDIT CARD

Card Number: 

- - -

Expiry: 

/
Card security 
code: 

Name on Card: Visa 

 Signature:
Mastercard

Amex 

BOOK

Books are now available in Hard Copy  AND/OR  PDF. Please indicate your choice.

Hard Copy    OR $ no extra charge

PDF    OR $ no extra charge

Both Hard Copy and PDF + $30

Conference Fee Book – Both Hard Copy and PDF            Total Due

$ + $ =     $

NZLS PROPERTY LAW 
SECTION MEMBERS

Members of the NZLS Property 
Law Section are entitled to a $100 
discount off their conference 
registration fee.

 I AM A MEMBER OF THE NZLS 
 PROPERTY LAW SECTION
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